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adopted: "That the governors of the Richmond District
Asylum record their high appreciation of the public services
of Dr. Nugent as head of the lunacy department in Ireland
for a period extending over forty-three years. They sincerely
regret his meditated retirement, as by his judgment and
experience he has amply and beneficially fulfilled the un-
ceasing and onerous duties of his office. In his immediate
connexion with the Metropolitan Asylum, the governors feel
deeply indebted to Dr. Nugent, not only for his assiduous
and personal attention to the efficient working of the insti-
tution and the well-being of its inmates, but for the
courtesy exhibited by him at all times in his intercourse
with the board, and his desire to carry out its wishes."
It is stated that Dr. Nugent, in recognition of his long
and valuable services as inspector of lunatic asylums in
Ireland, will receive the honour of knighthood. It is

probable that his Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant will
confer the distinction next week.

Dublin Hospitals Bill.
The distribution of grants to certain of the Dublin hos-

pitals will again come under discussion in Parliament, as
the Government have promised to reintroduce the Bill
which was withdrawn last year. If in the Bill it is still
proposed to lessen the Parliamentary grant by f:4500 a
year, vigorous opposition will be raised, as the hospital
accommodation would thereby be reduced by nearly
one hundred beds. Independently of this, there are

serious objections to the proposed measure, which have been
pointed out on more than one occasion in these columns;
and if the Bill is left to the end of the session, it probably
may be quietly shelved, without causing much surprise to
those interested in the matter.

Health of Dublin in 1889.
During the past year the births in the Dublin Registra-

tion District numbered 9866, or 28 per 1000, and the deaths
9053, or 256. The mortality from zymotic diseases shows
a large decrease as compared with the previous year, and is
also below the average for the ten years 1879-88-viz., 446
below the average for the preceding ten years, and 173
under the number for 1888. Measles caused 112 deaths,
against 134 ; scarlatina 33, against 170; continued fever
258, against 292. Of these 18 were due to typhus, and it
may be noted that since 1883 there has been an uninter-
rupted decline in the mortality from this form of fever, the
number of deaths for last year being the lowest on record.
Enteric fever caused 228 deaths, or an increase of 60, the
disease having been prevalent during the fourth quarter.

Viceregal Appointments.
His Excellency the Earl of Zetland has made the follow-

ing appointments in his household :-Philip Crampton
Smyly, M.D., F.R.C.S.I., to be Physician in Ordinary, in
the room of G. W. Hatchell, deceased; and Kendal Franks,
M.D., F.R.C.S.L, to be Surgeon in Ordinary, vice P. C.
Smyly, appointed Physician in Ordinary.

Inspector of Lunatic Asylums.
The Dublin Gazette announces that his Excellency the ’’,

Lord Lieutenant has appointed Dr. Edward Courtenay to
be an inspector of lunatic asylums in Ireland, in the I
vacancy created by the retirement of Dr. John Nugent.
The Town Commissioners of Kingstown have voted an

annual payment of ;E100 to the two local hospitals : f70 to
St. Michael’s, and i30 to the Rathdown Hospital.
Dublin, March 4th.

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Bath Treatment of Typhoid. ’

THE system of cold baths in the treatment of typhoid
fever as employed in Germany has been put to the test by
Dr. Josias, and he reported to the Societe Medicale des
H&ocirc;pitaux that during the years 1888 and 1889 he treated
thirty-six cases of typhoid fever by cold baths-that is to
say, with water at 18&deg; C., repeating these every three hours.
Of thirty-six cases the experimenter obtained thirty-five
recoveries. Drs. Renoy and Richard, who, on their side, had
followed this method, obtained 103 recoveries out of 108
cases. Dr. Merklen, OR the other hand, in a report on
the mortality caused by typhoid fever in the hospitals of
Paris, showed that this mortality fluctuated between 14

and 15 per cent. In another report by Dr. Sorel, the author
stated that out of 105 cases of typhoid fever he obtained’
100 recoveries, and five cases proved fatal. The treat-
ment consisted in prescribing the sulphate of quinine asso-
ciated with the salicylate of soda. Some of the patients had
taken baths, but rather warm than cold. Dr. Sorel does.
not believe that in present circumstances the superiority
of cold baths is sufficiently well established to make it a.
method of treatment obligatory in the French army, as it is
in the German army. A French critic, writing on the cold-
water system of the treatment of typhoid fever in Germany,
gives the following statistics, drawn up by Dr. Longuet,
relative to the German army, which may be found’
interesting here. In 1865, out of 2500 typhoid patients,
there were from 500 to 700 deaths. From 1882 to 1884-
the number of patients was nearly identical ; but, thanks
to the application of the cold baths, the deaths among
the soldiers amounted on the one hand to 221, and
to 183 on the other. Since then the diminution of the.
mortality was slow, constant, and mathematical, according
as the cold-water system extended. From 24 per cent. in
1865, the mortality fell to 11 per cent. in 1876. In 1883 it.
was not more than 9 per cent. These figures were thought
by the writer to be conclusive on the subject, and he asked
why the French were obstinate and remained behind in this.
matter.

Tecberceclosis in the Army.
The Minister of War has issued a circular to commanding.

officers of regiments, containing instructions for arresting,
the propagation of tuberculosis, the tenour of which is.
to the effect that all soldiers presenting symptoms of tuber-
culosis should be immediately removed from the army,,
and that the medical officers should examine all the young
soldiers who appear to be delicate, with a view of dis-
covering any tubercular tendency. They should not, how-
ever, base their conclusions exclusively on the size of the
chest, for daily experience proved that there was no abso-
lute relation between the development of the thoracic.
cavity and the integrity of the respiratory organs, but they
should be based on the signs revealed by auscultation,
percussion, and the constitutional ensemble of the indi-
vidual. Every man presenting evident signs of " specific
bronchitis" would be proposed for immediate removal ; ;.

whereas, in the case of " suspected persons," removal would
be postponed for three months. The circular adds that
this method, partially applied, has given the following
results. In 1867 phthisis caused 2’23 deaths per 1000 ; in
1877 it caused only 1’45 deaths per 1000; and in 1887 the
proportion fell to 0’99. This last figure is nearly the-
same as that which was found in the Prussian army (0’83 per-
1000), whereas the mortality is 2 14 per 1000 in England,.
1’7 in Austria, and 1.1 in Belgium.
Paris, March 4th.

BERLIN,
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Suicide in Berlin.
THE cases of suicide and attempted suicide that came to.

the knowledge of the Berlin police last month numbered
seventy-five-i.e., twelve more than the highest number-
hitherto reported in one month, and thirty-three more than
the monthly average of 1889. Rather a gloomy omen for
1890. It seems not unnatural to conjecture some connexion
between this epidemic of suicide and the depressing power
of influenza.

A Case of Poisoning by Antifebrin.
Professor Brieger of Berlin reports a case of poisoning by

antifebrin. A dose of only 0’05 gramme had been taken,
for headache three times in one hour. The condition of the
patient was very alarming, and ether, coffee, and friction
had to be used. The symptoms were cyanosis, palpitation,diplopia, and alarm. The headache, which had passed off-
for the nonce, soon returned.

Leprosy in the Sandwich Islands.
The centre of interest at the meeting of the Berlin

Medical Society on the 29th ult. was a lecture delivered
by Professor Rudolf Virchow, and elucidated by stucco.
casts illustrative of leprosy in the Sandwich Islands. The
Academy of Sciences resolved some years ago to subject the
leprosy in that group of islands to special study. The choice
of those islands as the field of research was due to the circum-


